**Food aid is distributed to the most vulnerable.**

On March 23rd President Macky Sall announced the creation of a fund endowed with CFA francs 1,000bn, or US\$1.645bn, to mitigate the impact of Covid‐19 on the country\'s economy.

"This fund will be funded by the state and all persons of goodwill," he said in a message to the nation, the second since the appearance of the coronavirus in the country on March 2nd.

He specified that the resources of the fund, known as Force‐Covid‐19, would be used to support businesses and households.

Explaining the objectives of the fund, President Sall indicated that a sum of CFAf 50bn, or \$82.27m, would be used to purchase food for emergency food aid.

The president also announced measures in favour of companies which will benefit from a partial remission of their tax debt which, as at December 31st, 2019, amounted to CFAf 200bn.

Among the beneficiaries are the hotel, restaurant, transport, culture and press sectors.

The president declared a state of emergency throughout the country on March 19th and a curfew from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. *(PANA, Dakar 24/3)*

On April 1st, *AFP* reported that the government was making contingency plans to offer food aid to millions of people. The government planned to purchase tonnes of rice, pasta, sugar and cooking oil in order to help some of the country\'s poorest, according to a public tender published in local newspapers.

Nearly 40% of Senegal\'s roughly 16m inhabitants live on less than \$1.90 a day, according to the **World Bank**.

Many who work in the country\'s large informal sector are suffering as more people stay at home, causing sales to plummet.

In a statement accompanying the public tender, the government said around 1m vulnerable households -- corresponding to around 8m people -- would be eligible for the aid.

The state was seeking offers for 5,000 tonnes of uncut rice, 500 tonnes of sugar, 10,000 litres of cooking oil and 1,000 tonnes of pasta.

It was also seeking to purchase thousands of packets of soap. *(© AFP 1/4 2020)*

On April 10th, the government announced a ban on company layoffs as the food aid was distributed to the poor in Dakar.

In a statement, the government said that companies would be forbidden to sack employees during the pandemic, except in cases of gross negligence, starting from April 14th.

Firms would also have to choose options such as reducing working hours or opting for shift work instead of temporarily suspending employees.

The government warned in the statement that thousands of workers risked missing out on wages during the pandemic, which could "lead to a cycle of mass redundancies".

The government said there has been a "significant drop" in economic activity in the tourism, transport and catering sectors, for example.

At a ceremony to mark the delivery of aid, Dakar Mayor Soham El Wardini said that city residents were beginning to feel the effect of the crisis "on their plates".

The city government handed 400 tonnes of rice, and thousands of packets of sugar and soap, to district leaders to distribute among the most impoverished citizens. *(© AFP 10/4 2020)*
